
been appropriated to build a 

church at Egan, Moody 

County, Dakota Territory. 

The trustees have agreed to 

build a good frame church, 

according to our plan No. 1 

A, 26X44 feet, at an estimat-

ed cost of $1,200, 

besides the 

grounds, which are 

135X150 feet. The 

church is to be 

completed the pre-

sent summer, free 

of debt, except a 

loan of $250 ob-

tained of the Board 

of Church Extension, 

and is to be called, "The 

Edward Mikles Memorial 

Church." A monument wor-

thy of a noble boy. 

"A MEMORIAL 

CHURCH."  
 

Several years ago, Edward 

Kingsley Mikles, son of Rev. 

W. R. Mikles, of the North-

west Indiana Conference, 

began a bank 

account by a 

deposit of twen-

ty-five cents. He 

was a noble boy, 

and had the re-

spect and love of 

the community 

where he lived. 

In June, 1879, 

when a little 

more than fourteen years 

Old, while attempting to 

swim a stream, he was 

drowned, and was brought 

home to the parsonage, dead. 

His bank account had grown 

to #250. At the session of the 

Conference held in Septem-

ber, 1880, the father and 

mother, after learning that 

$250 would procure the erec-

tion of a church on the fron-

tier, gave the savings of their 

son to Chaplain M'Cabe, 

with the request that with it 

one of our frontier churches 

should be erected. The mon-

ey was placed in our treas-

ury, and on application duly 

made, with the concurrence 

of Chaplain M'Cabe, it has 

The Moody County Historical 

Society is proud to announce the 

newest edition to our ñTowns of 

Moody Countyò series. 

The Echoes of Egan is a photo-

history of Egan from 1880 to 

2010.  Containing over 300 

photographs from the museum's 

collection and unique stories 

about the men and women who 

settled in the area and helped 

built a community from the 

barren prairie. 

How the village of Roscoe dis-

appeared after only two years, 

how the railroad helped located 

the new village of Egan, the 

location of the county seat, the 

contest between the Baptist and 

Methodist congregations for the 

church bell and many other 

stories.  The book will be avail-

able at Bridge Day, June 26th 

and the All-School reunion on 

the 27th. 

"A MEMORIAL CHURCH."  
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This is my last Presidentôs Report as the Board has hired me to be the Director of the Moody County Mu-

seum.  While the title will change, my involvement in the activities of the Society will continue as before 

but with some changes that I feel will benefit our programs.  First, I would like to change the hours of 

operation to give more visitors a chance to see our museum.  Current hours are 10am to 3pm Monday to 

Friday but they prevent access to people who work from 8 to 5 and school children are still in school 

when weôre open.  At least one day a week, I would propose that the hours be 1 to 6pm.  This change 

would be in line with our Saturday hours which are 10am to 2:30pm when the museum is operated by 

volunteers (when I first joined MCHS, every summer volunteers from the membership had the museum 

open on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays). Second, there is a need for a volunteer program to help with 

maintaining the museum and grounds, verifying data that has been donated and helping to setup new ex-

hibits.  A third project would be the development of more programming, such as, brown bag lunches, pro-

grams to take to the Flandreau and Colman-Egan schools, displays outside the museum to make people 

aware of the Moody County Historical Society and our goals. 

The reason I am available to be the Director is my retirement after 38 years as Librarian for the Flandreau 

Public Schools.  It seems like only a few years ago that I came to Flandreau for a one-year job.  I had an-

other job opportunity and told Superintendent Vigness that I would only be available for one year and that 

he didnôt have to offer me a contract for a second year.  The other job prospect failed to work out and the 

school board offered me a second contract and the rest is history.  I have always had an interest in history 

but it was when I started my genealogy that I discovered that my great grandfather had homesteaded south 

of Colman neat the Herge Church.  It was while visiting with Bruce Clark at the courthouse while search-

ing for more information about the Ertsgarrdôs time in Moody County (although Bruce pointed out that 

my great-grandfather had left the county owing $1.20 in dog taxes and he asked if I wanted to take care of 

it PLUS INTEREST, I said probably not).  I was impressed with the wealth of material on Moody County 

history that was available and have been studying it ever since.  I would like to thank Jody Barboza for 

encouraging me to join the Moody County Historical Society where it has given me great pleasure to 

work with such a dedicated group of people. 

I have had many great experiences working at the museum and am looking forward to many more years 

of learning about our past and planning for the future. 

P r e s i d e n t ' s  R e p o r t  
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                       A Special Thank You 

I would like to especially thank John Wiese for all the work that 

he has done improving the museum grounds and moving our 

storage shed to a new location.  After John moved the shed, he 

cleaned up the lawn along the south side of the museum and had 

dirt hauled in from his pasture to provide a better bed for seeding 

on the area north of the museum.  He then removed the bushes 

that were getting too large or the area they were in, planted grass 

seed in the cleaned up areas  and put plastic sheeting and wood 

chips where the bushes were.  John has done this project on his 

own without any financial support from the Society.  If you would like to help John with the expenses, 

any and all donations would be greatly appreciated. 


